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as he was accused of theft but on his behalf Dhananiitra respect-
fully pleaded thus: " Oh, Sir, royal tradition graciously grants
exemption from the death penally io merchants guilty of such felonies.
If you feel furious confiscate the criminal's property and exile
Mm."1 A penalty less severe than this double-edged punishment
of confiscation and exile was probably torture, of which eighteen
kinds are referred to and torture must have commenced with
"daily inquisition, half wheedling, half bullying/'2 Then mention
is made of slitting of the ears and noses,8
But the most savage of them all was the trampling to death by
elephants, which is referred to by Visakhadatta in his play called
Mudmrdksasa. In the city of Kasi while stealing in the house of
an eminent business man, Arthapala wag caught according to Dandin
"with the coin and fettered'1 and condemned to death, When the
signal was given by the chief counsellor (Utiam-cnndtija) Karnapala,
who looked on from the height of the palace entrance gate; (gopur-
Gparild-adhirudhasya) whereupon a mast elephant called death-winner,
to whom murder was sport lumbered towards him "with mon-
strous trunk curled back, while the jangling of his bells was
reinforced from the throaty yells from the crowd,.. The infuriated
driver headed him back with blistering words and kicks of unres-
trained ferocity."'1 Such an execution, conducted in the presence of
a crowd, by means of a mast elephant and under the supervision of
a state official, must have been a most terrifying and agonising
spectacle. But whether such a penalty was meted out simply for
committing a theft alone is rather doubtful and it might have been
resorted to only in cases of extreme danger and provocation.
An equally brutal punishment was the scooping out of the eyes
for committing treason, especially in the case of Brahmanag. Even
highly placed officers were not spared from this punishment
particularly if they secretly planned to murder a king,' How a
culprit accused of such a crime was treated is related by Arthapala,
"At the place of proclamation (ghosanasthanaY', he says, "I climbed
a tamarind tree with thick, spreading branches, and lay hidden,
while the crowd sought the highest spots they could find; and high
and low their chattering buzz began. Then my father was brought
forth, his arms were bound like a thief's behind his back, the centre
1 Dandin, op. at, p. 93.   Italics mine,
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